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“We (tue Apostles) are of God: he who knows God, hearkens to 
ys, he who is not of God, hearkens not to us. By this we Know the 
Spuit of Pruth, and the Spirit of Error.”—1 John iv. 16.—Mac- 
tnizhi’s Translation. 

“Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and 
of the Commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” 
9 Pet. ili. 2 —Macknight. 














OBSERVATIONS ON THE APOCALYPSE. 


“The Rev. Dr.” Martin Luther, an Augustin Eremite, 
and the celebrated founder of the religion of Protestants, 
in the plenitude of Ais divine science, condemned as unca- 
nonical, the Epistle of St. James, and the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ to the Apostle John. The former his sagacit 
pronounced spurious, because it was incompatible with his 
views of St. Paul’s writings, and the latter he rejected 
because too mystical and visiomary to be understood. Thus 
he redueed the standard of inspired compositions to the finity 
and imperfection of his own mind, instead of suspending his 
decision, until the accumulation of testimony should have 
made him more competent to judge. The Rev. Reformer 
of German Popery had embraced the crude speculation of 
ancient theorists—certain monks of Adrumetum in the 5th 
ecentury—“that God had not only predestinated the wicked 
to eternal punishment, but also to the guilt and transgression 
for which they are punished; and that thus both the good 
and the bad actions of all men were determined from eter- 
nity by a divine decree, and fixed by an invincible neces- 
sity..—This Monkish Legend our “divine” thought he had 
discovered in the writings of his favorite St. Paul, which 
seemed, however, to be repudiated in those of the Apostle 
James. His judgment, therefore, was formed upon preju- 
dice; and consequently unworthy the regard of an enlightened 
_mind. If such then was the law by which he condemned 
the writings of one Apostle and rejected those of another, 
his expulsion of the Apocalypse from the canonical Serip- 
lures is not to be wondered at. But great doctors take great 
liberties, which little doctors are very apt to imitate. Thus 
our modern “divines,” whose divinity sanctifies nonsense, 
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are, like their great original, in the custom of rejecting ), 
laws, ordinances, and doctrine of the reign, as matters of 
nonessential and secondary character, which, howeyer. »,, 
indeed good, and wholesome, and worthy to be received _ 
because they happen not to quadrate precisely with th». 
divine prejudices, and “‘bodies,” or systems, and catechisp, 
of “divinity.” Supposing themselves the favorites 4), 
elect of God—chosen from the foundation of the world ». 
be his peculiar heritage, his “living ministry”’—they a), 
as reckless of consequences as the “Divine Eremite” }jjy. 
self, who rejected the Apocalypse, in the face of the do. 
nunciation of Jesus, that “if any man add to these things 
God shall add to him the plagues which are written » 
this book; and if any one take away from the words 
the book of this prophecy (of the Apocalypse) God wi 
take away his part out of the book of life and out of th 
Holy City.” Rev. xxii. 19. But, let us not forget, howeye, 
these gentlemen are reputed “‘divines” “most reverend” too. 
it behoves us also to bear in mind, that a “divine man” apg 
a “divine book” are of equal authority; and therefore, oy 
“reverend divines” have a “divine right” arbitrarily w 
interpret the revelations of the Divine Minpb; which, we 
laymen ought passively to submit to, and devoutly receive 
because in us is the absence of all divinity!!! Believe 
Judeus Apella, not I. ss 

“the Rey. Clergy,” or as the “Rev.” Mr. Keeling terms 
them, the “living ministry”—who have usurped and mono- 
polized the instruction of the people for 1600 years, teach 
them to believe that “the Apocalypse is so wrapped and 
involved in figures and allegories, is so wild and visionary, 
so dark and obscure, that anything or nothing, at leas 
nothing clear and certain, can be proved or collected from 
it.’ This insinuation, which has taken fast hold of the 
minds of the people, is one of the archdevices of th 
Adversary to blind and hoodwink their understandings » 
that they shall not be able to discern the grand schemes 
and machinations he has instituted and set in motion for 
their perpetual slavery and subjugation. His “living minis 
try” inculeates that the word of God is a dead letter, whic 
they are totally unable to credit; that they are themselves 
dead and impenetrable as stones, that they must stand still 
and sit still and see the salvation of God; that all Gods 
predictions are mystical, that the literal or apparent sense is 
not the true sense, but that the letter must be spiritualy 
discerned, that it is presumption for the unlearned laity 
pretend to understand the Scriptures in any other sense that 
that put upon it by the “living ministry;” and that after 
nothing can be done in vital religion, unless by the ‘“suasiv 
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‘nfluence” or compelling force of the Holy Spirit’s physical 
jtions. Thus by his angels does he superinduce a fatal 
indifference to all investigation of the sacred w ritings, and 
-heat his unsuspecting Victims out of their resurrection to 
eternal life. As to the Apocalypse, | firmly believe, if 
yristians would study its contents it would, if they are 
honest persons in the profession of truth, cure "them ot the 
F idiculous and spyrious charity they are in the practice of 
exercising towards “ other denominations of christians,” 
which are, in reality, the antichristian “abominations of the 
earth.” I affirm further, that a due attention to the prophecy 
f this Book, would convince many, who, living in a 
treacherous security, and entertaining a delusive ho ype that 
they are ¢ hristians, expect to enjoy the heavenly beatitudes— 
that no time is to be lost in escaping from the dominions of 
Babylon the Great, and taking retuge in the Eternal City of 
our God. As all have not the lei ‘isure, and fewer the incli- 
nation, to unravel the mysteries (for they are mysterious to 
those that are ignorant) of this Book, I shall, as opportunity 
may serve, present my readers with illustrations of its con- 
tents. Dr. South, a celebrated Episcopal wit and ‘divine” 
told his hearers, that the Apocalypse “either finds a man 
mad or makes him so.” The gravity of the Priest yielded 
to the levity of his wit; but, though his wit might elicit the 
approving and stupid laugh of “orthodoxy;” his “vulgar scep- 
ticism is surpassed alone by his impiety. It is a libel on 
the beneficence of God; and many such slanders fall from 
the “living ministry” of the age. The truth of God makes . 
men wise; but its perversion makes them mad, and leaves 
them so. Many other opinions have been passed upon the 
Apocalypse by the great lights of the Sectarian World; 
equally entitled to the same kind of credit and respect as 
Dr. South’s. The “learned Sealiger’” commended John 
Calvin as a Wise man, because he wrote no comment on the 
Revelation, Voltaire says that Sir Isaac Newton wrote his 
ronment on the Revelation to console mankind for the great 
superiority he had over them in other respects. From this 
itwould seem that the French Deist considered it an absurd 
compilation of symbols calculated to amuse but not instruct 
mankind: but V oltaire, though an agreeable, is a very super- 
ficial writer, and often mistaken in his judgment of men and 
‘things. Thus men, on the one hand, caution you not to 
trouble yourself about the Apocalypse, because it will turn 
you mad; while Jesus, on the other, says “Happy (not mad) 
it he that reads, and they that hear the words of this pro- 
phecy, and keep the things that are written in it.” Let 
us, then, obey God rather than man. 
: “They who censure and dissuade from the study of the 
12 
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Apocalypse,” says Newton, “do it for the most part becancg 
they have not studied it themselves, and imagine the diffi. 
culties to be greater than they are in reality. It is stil} 4, 
sure word of prophecy to which we do well to take her. 
and men of learning and leisure cannot better employ the, 
time or abilities than in studying and explaining this Boo” 
One of God’s designs in giving this and the other prophecies 
of the Old Testament, was manifestly to develope his ow, 
providence in the events of time to the world; and thus, jy 
a standing miracle, to prove his omnipotence and vigilance 
both over the aflairs of nations in general, and of the Chury 
of Christ in particular. 

The cause of the failure of so many in interpreting certain 
parts of the Apocalypse, to me appears to consist in the, 
ignorance of the Gospel, of the genius of Christianity, ap¢ 
of that which constitutes the true Church of Christ. A. 
far as the meaning of the symbols is concerned, to a certaiy 
extent they have been accurately defined; but the great (iff. 
culty has always been the application of them. Thus the 
Romanist would make the Seven Hilled City to be Constan- 
tinople, the Apostacy the Greek and Protestant Churches, 
and the witnesses for the truth his own community. The 
Greek would apply these things to the Latin Church and 
Rome, while he would contend that his church were thy 
Witnesses prophecying in saekcloth under the tyranny of the 
false prophet. The Protestant, of chameleon hue, woul 
come in and protest against both these interpretations; neithe: 
the Romanist, the Greek, nor the Protestant, suspecting that 
the true witnesses might be found among the sects proscribed 
by their respective faiths, as deplorable, turbulent, and pesw- 
lent schismatics.—Sir [saac Newton observes that ‘“amcigs 
the interpreters of the last age there was scarcely one ¢/ 
note who had not made some discovery worth knowing, 
and I flatter myself, that I shall not have laid before 1 
readers the results of my humble efforts, without haying 
substantiated my claim to the discovery or solution of cer- 
tain problems in the Apocalypse which fae hitherto bafiied 
the ingenuity and learning of some of the most celebrat: 
illuminati of the religious world. 

In saying this, I do not mean to arrogate to myself any 
superior talent or discernment; for a man may have 4) 
wisdom that human science and philosophy can afiord; his 
mind may be of a Newtonian order, and equal to enterprises 
of the sublimest character; he may be a personification 0! 
intelligence, and yet fail to unravel the symbolical represet- 
tations of thé providence of the Supreme in the affairs 0 
men. In the absence of that wisdom, which God revealed 
to the Apostles by his Spirit, all our views in relation tor 
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ligion, are mere speculation; and the failure of the “great 
and the good men”’ since the days of Luther, is not owing 
to a lack of natural talent and discernment, but to that love 
} of speculation, and subserviency to system, in which they 
pave so freely indulged. Be it observed, however, that there 
is not a single speculation in the religion or doctrine of Christ. 
in my investigation, therefore, | have renounced speculation 
and substituted, according to the suggestion of lord Bacon, 
the simple narration of historical facts. If there be sucha 
thing as prophecy and truth in historical detail, and if history 
heindeed nothing more than a summary of prophecy fulfilled, 
which every believer admits, then certainly the natural me- 
thod of prophetic illustration is simply to place in juxta po- 
sition, the prediction and the facts of history. And see what 
a breach the christian makes in the defences of the infidel, 
by such a plan as this! Our most celebrated historians have 
been infidels and papists; as though God had chosen them 
ty record the fulfilment of his word, and so to condemn their 
unbelief and apostacy out of their own mouths. My dates 
and facts, | have taken from Gibbon and Mosheim, the one 
an infidel, and the other a Lutheran. They are faithful his- 
torians, and acknowledged as authority both by christians and 
anti-ehristians. Gibbon is impartial, though styled the apo- 
logist of paganism. When narrating the great revolution 
which occurred in the beginning of the 4th century, his mind 
was hemmed in by Catholic superstition on the one hand, 
paganism on the other, hereties before him, and the sects of 
philosophers in the rear. What with the doctrines of demons, 
the fables of priests, the reproaches of heretics, the thunders 
of orthodoxy, the speculations of philosophy, the arts of ma- 
gic, the relies of the saints, pretended miracles, the ferocity 
of emperors, the execrations of their mercenaries, the groans 
othe dying, together with his ignorance of the truth, where 
is the wonder that-he should condemn all to the satisfaction 
of none? ‘This however, is no excuse for infidelity, though 
it redounds to the confusion and discredit of those who, pre- 
tending to be the light of the world, serve only to make its 
darkness conspicuous. Among these are Dr. Mosheim and 
other ecclesiastical writers, who have unconsciously joined 
in the hue and ery against men, of whom the world was not 
worthy, stigmatized as heretics by the very church that holds 
themselves in equal contempt. From such errorists as Mo- 
sheim, we learn the excellency of those, the traits of whose 
character are exhibited to the odium of posterity. Thus the 
‘ovatians and the Donatists are termed deplorable and pesti- 
lent schismatics by the Bishop of Rome and his party, who, 
Mosheim confesses, had become exceedingly worldly, super- 
suuious and depraved, The Donatists were condemned and 
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persecuted by Constantine; who, in the phraseology of 1), 
age, is called a christian emperor: who ought to be esteem, 
rather one of the wholesale murderers of his species, a craj, 
and execrable tyrant. And so he would have been regar(,: 
had he not become the champion of the Catholic superst. 
tion, which is sufficient at any time to transmute a tyrant , 
tyrant or a knave into a spotless and irreproachable sajy, 
We say then that Mosheim would have displayed his dj. 
cernment to better advantage had he converted the anathema: 
of the emperor and of orthodoxy into benedictions, which thes 
| proscribed sects justly deserved. Notwithstanding the oj). 
ra? nions of these authors, the facts and dates with which the 
+a furnish us remain the same; and of these I have availed § 
myself in my illustrations. 

[ have selected part of the 12th chapter of the Apocalypse 
for this number of the Advocate, because it begins a new 
section of the prophecy, independent of its predecessors; an) 
secondly, has caused more stumbling to interpreters thap 
perhaps any other part of the Revelation. I will adduce 
Bp. Newton as an example. Speaking of the first verse, he 
says, St. Joha “represents the church as a woman, and a 
mother bearing children to Christ. She is ‘clothed with the 
Sun,’ invested with the rays of Jesus Christ, the Sun of 
Righteousness; having the moon,” the Jewish new moons 
and festivals, as well as all sublunary things, ‘under her 
feet,” and upon her head a “crown of twelve stars,” an em- 
blem of her being under the light and guidance of the twelve 
Apostles.” Now his lordship allows that this symbol syn- 
chronizes with the reign of Constantine, whom he makes 
the deliverer she brought forth. If, therefore, the symboi 
correspond to this epoch, of which there can be no douli, 
= history shows that the Bishop’s illustration is a speculation 
and quite unreal; for, first, in the 4th century, what he calls 
the church, brought forth abundantly children not to Chris, 
however, but to Antichrist; secondly, instead of being i- 
vested with the rays of the Sun of Righteousness, she was 
invested with the adulterous embraces of the Man of Si; 
thirdly, instead of trampling upon the Mosaic institutions, 
which Jehovah never designed, for the true church illustr- 
tes them, the Bishop’s “church” spurned the laws of Jesus, 
and thought to change times and seasons; and fourtily, \0- 
stead of being under the light and guidance of the twel'’ 
Apostles, she had superseded their commands, by doctrines 
concerning demons, and had substituted for their traditions 
the devices and commandments of men. The Bishop, there- 
! fore, in his interpretation makes the Apostles mis-represeit 
P the character of the church at that time, for her true sons 
were deploring the shocking arostracy which had taken place 
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fom the ancient faith and practice. He was not describing 
or symbolizing the internal state of the church, but simply 
revealing to posterity her ExTeRNAL HisToRY at the time, when 
that which prevented the full revelation of the Mystery of 
Iniquity should be removed. Her internal condition is re- 
yresented under the symbol of an unfortunate woman flee- 
ing into the wilderness from the rage of her persecutors. 
if then, we want to @iscover the true church in the days of 
Constantine, We must consider who were the especial and 
remarkable objects of persecution at that lime? And this 
question is fully and satisfactorily answered by Mosheim, on 
the authority of writers who lived at the time. In proof of 
what | have advanced as to the state of the church, see 
Mosheim, B. 2. P. 2. ch. 3, § 2. The grand secret of his 
Lordship’s error consists in this, that the Hierarchy of the 
English church consider the age of Constantine as one of 
the purest ages of the church; no wonder, therefore, that a 
lord Bishop should clothe her in such splendid apparel! She 
was their mother, and filial duty claims their veneration and 
applause! 

It will be observed that I have given a different translation 
of the 5th verse, than obtains either in the old or new ver- 
sions. In these, the child which the woman brought forth is 
represented as being caught or taken up suddenly to God, 
This rendering implies instantancity of action, which does 
not correspond to the event. I’or Constan ine instead of being 
suddenly and immediately elevated to universal dominion, 
did not attain to that towering height for eleren years after 
his conversion to christianity, ner did he arrive at the throne 
until he had fought his way up through seas of blood. The 
original word is harpazoo, and signifies to pull, take or carry 
hy violence, haste or fury. 1 have tnclenal it, therefore, 
by the phrase according to the tense of the verb, was carried 
by violence, which exactly coincides with the historical ac- 
count; and presents the passage in a more natural and forei- 
ble light. 

The explanation of the symbols I have attached to the il- 
lustrations in the form of Notes, so as not to interrupt the 
narrative, E:\pITOR, 
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HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATION OF THE APOCALYPsr, 


REV. xil. 1—6. 
PREDICTION. FULFILMENT. 


nd there appear- In the beginning of the 4th century, 9, 


ed a great signin hea- extraordinary revolutiou occurred in t)) 
ven vernment of the Roman world, 


a woman* clothed the Christian Church,” hitherto highly ob. 
with the sunt and the "oxivus to the civil and ecclesiastical powey 


moon under her feet; of the mee ee os now oo corrupt by 
and upon her head a mixture of the Platonic philosophy with the 
. pure doctrine of the reign—and secularized 
crown with twelve by the ambition and worldly mindedness of 
stars its ministers -was incorporated with the statp 
superseded the ancient superstition, crow al 
with the illustrious diadem of the Cw:ars+ 

and invested with the Imperial Purple. 
and she being preg— Betore these unlooked for events took nlace, 
‘ vo ft a most cruel, terrible and bloody persecu'icg 
nant, erted oul mtra- wag instituted against the christians, [! ie. 
vail, and in pangs to be gan in the year 303 and centinued without 
delivered. And there jntermission, till a little befere the death 


C £0- 


; 
‘ 


appeared another sign the savage and dragon-iize Galerius, in 3)], 
in heaven: and behold The cries of the tormented christians asce, 
a great fiery dragon,§ ‘© heaven from fico thirds of the Em: 
. ~ . j ] . ielr ga, ré 
having seven heads heir property was confiscated, their sacred 


and ten horns, and up- 


books greedily sought for and burned, and 
: their lives sacrificed to the caprice of an in 
on his heads seven —_ furiated presthood and bloodthirsty super- 
crowns. And his tail stition. Had she not brought forth her pew: 
drew down a third verer. to all human pfobability. this tenth 
part of the stars of — po reccuticn would have proved fatal to° 
heaven, and cast them church,” so great was the diligence and 2a) 
to the earth; aud the ° the Pagan Roman magistrates in the exc- 
dragon stood before cation of Galerivs’s inhuman edict. Dursg 
a ft these cruel “pangs” of “travail.” the Dive 
the woman who was Re ; . ' 
rovidence was developing events which 
about to bring forth, opened the way to the Imperial throne for 


that when she was de- him who was toallay her parturient torments, 


livered, he might de- and to make her rejoice that a man child was 
vour her child. raised up, who should defend her from all her 
Pagan foes. 

Galerius and Constantius were the two 4ugusii of the Roman En- 
pire; Severus and Maximian, the twe Caesars, and i oth the satellites 
of Galerius, the Augustus of the Fast The dragon-hearted Gai 
rius aimed at nothing less than absolute and undivided dominwa, 
which he considered within his grasp, the death of Constantius, the 
Augustus of the West, being evidently near. Two revolutions, hiow- 
ever, disappointed his ambition; for on the death of Constantius 0 
306, the British legions saluted his son Constantine as Augustus ¢! 
the West; and Maxentius overthrew Severus. by which Gaierius lost 

* + ¢§ The notes to which these signs refer, will be found & 
the close of the article. 
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the control of Italy and Africa. Galerius had designs upon the life 
of Constantine, before the death of Constantius; but the former es- 
caped from the palace of Nicomed:a, and joined his father at Bulogne, 
as he was about to embark for Britain. Galerius much enraged, but 
compelled from prudential considerations, acknowledged Constantine 
as sovereign of britain, Gaul and Spain, with the title of Cassar; but 
conferred on Severus, who had been expelled from Italy and Af- 
rica, the vacant place,of Augustus, The Imperial throne was the 
object of Constantine's desires; but, for the present he dissem- 
bled. Maxentius, in conjunction with Maximian, his father, afu 
ter their successful revolt, were saluted Emperors of Rome, Se- 
yerus, at the command of Galerius, invaded Italy; but being un- 
successful, he surrendered and was put to death by Maximian, 
in 307. Galerius, the Emperor of the East, was the common enemy 
of Maxentius. Maximian and Constantine; whose interest, therefore, 
fora time, were the same. Maximian conferred on Constantine the 
title of Augustus; but with no increase of power or territory. In 307, 
Galerius invaced Italy, but was forced to retreat. In 308, he promo- 
ted Maximian and Licinius to the rank of Augusti. There were 
now six Emperors in the Roman world, In the Fast, Galerius, Lu- 
eniusand Maximin, and in the West, Maximian, Maxentius and Con- 
stantine. The elevation of Constantine, therefore, to the single so- 
screignty of the Empire, was, humanly speaking, a most improbable 
event. The Empire was now Civided into two great hostile powers, 
Mutual fear maintained a state of apparent tranquillity until the death 
of Galerius and Maximian, the two eldest princes. Maximian was 
expelled from Italy by his son Maxentius, and took refuge at the court 
of Constantine. During the absence of the latter on the frontiers, 
Maximian usurped his throne, He was subdued and put to death by 
order of Constantine, in 310. Galerius died, 311, of a lonthsome dis- 
ease. Before his death, he revoked the edicts then in force against 
the christians. Maximin and Licinius now divided his dominions 
between them. The Emperors were reduced to four; and Constan- 
tine and Licinius making common cause, Maxentius and Maximin 
formed a secret alliance against them. Italy and Africa groaned un- 
der the tyrany of Maxentius, while the questionable virtue of Con. 
stantine appeared to greater advantage by the vices of his rivals. In 
312, Maxentius, if possible a greater savage than Galerius, declared 
war against Constantine. Africa and Italy--a ‘‘third part” of the 
Roman heaven~- furnished the stars or captains, generals and great 
men, who led on the forces of the dragon, or Rome. Two bundred 
and seventy-nine years were now fulfilled from the ascension of Jesus, 
Maximin was still harrassing the christians in the East; and in Italy 
and Africa they suffered in common with all ranks and degrees of cili- 
zens. ‘Thechurch was in pain to be delivered; and Maxentius, at the 
head of 170,000 foot and 10,000 horse, stood ready to destroy her 
champion Constantine. To oppose this large army, Constantine had 
only 40.000 digposable troops. But with these he resolved to mect the 
dragon, with the third part of the stars of heaven, which he had drawn 

down with his taii, and cast to the earth. 
Ind she brought forth Constantine, like Napoleon, was remarkable 
@ MASCULINE SON, who for the rapidity of his movements. Before 
was to rule all nations the court of Maxentius had received any cer- 
witha rod of iron, tain intelligence of his departure from the 

Rhine, he had crossed the Cottian Alps, 
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(Mount Cenis) and descended into the plain of Piedmont. He stormeg 
Susa,and put the garrison to the sword. Forty miles from hence 
under the Scatenetie or stars of Maxentius, another army awaited 


him in the plains of Turin. He dispersed this also, with great slaug). 
ter or the Draconaril, or heavy armed cavalry, of which it was nea;|y 
altogether composed. {le entered Milan, and was soon joiued by ail 
the cities of Italy between the Alps and the Po. He was now 4 


miles from Rome. He next maiched to Verona, where Ruricius Pom. 
peianus, a brilliant star, awaited him at the head of anotber Italian 
army. He despatched a large body of cavairy to Brescia; these Coy. 
stantine defeated and pursued to the gates of Verona. Pompeianus 
escaped from Verona, collected another formidable body of troops, 
and again gave battie. The hostile armies foughtallnight. Victory 
declared for Constantine. Pompeianus was slain, his forces dispersed 
and Verona surrendered at discretion. From Verona he marched to 
Rome, the throne of the dragon, the “eternal city,” “the mistress of 
the world.”’ It was with equal surprise and pleasure that he disco. 
vered an army under Maxentius in person, awaiting his approach at 
Saxa Rubra, within nine miles of Rome. This was the largest army 
yet opposed to him. Constantine was again victorious. ‘I housands 
in their flight rushed into the deep and rapid Tiber, and in crossing 
the Milvian Bridge, Maxentius himself was forced into the river, and 
immediately drowned, being sunk deep into the mud by the weight of 
his armour. Only fifty-eight days had elapsed from the capture of 
Verona to the end of the war. Constantine immediately entered 
Rome, He put to death the two sons of the tyrant and carefully ex- 
tirpated his whole race. The Roman Senate passed a decree assign- 
ing him tbe first rank among the three 4ugus/i who governed the Ko- 
man world. These were Constantine, Licinius and Maximin. Con- 
stantine suppressed the Prwtorian Guards forever. He was now mas- 
ter of one-third of the Empire. His ambition was not yet satisfied, 
for he aimed at ruling all the nations of the Roman word; which he 
could not do so long as Licinius and Maximin possessed the remain- 
ing two thirds. After the death of Galerius, Maximin, the Augustus 
of the Egyptian and Syriac third of the Empire, set on foot a new 
persecution against the christians in his dominions. He was the last 
and most implacable enemy of the church. This psrsecution, however, 
did not last long before Constantine and Licinius compelled him to 
suspend his cruel designs. Tiese Emperors, after the death of Max- 
entius, immediately granted the christians a full power to live accord- 
ing to their own laws and institutions; which power was still more 
clearly specified in another edict, drawn up at Milan, dated A. D. 313. 
‘About this time,” says Mosheim, on the authority of Eusebius, ‘Con. 
slantine the Great, who had hitherto manifested no religious principles 
of any kind, embraced christianity, un consequence, as il is said, of a mi 
raculous cross, (a siily legend forged by the clergy) which appeared (0 
him in the air, as he was marching toward Rome to atlack Maxenius.” 
“And sue, the church, brought forth a mascuLINE son.” We have now 
arrived at this period of the prediction. The last stage of the church's 
pregnancy. Natural gestation lasts 40 weeks, or 280 days. Prophetic 
symbols selected foom nature, must be interpreted according to the 
lawsofnature. Sothen,the prophetic period of the pregnancy of the 
church with its masculine son, must correspend to the natural. Now 
it is well known, as we have hinted, that from the day of Pentecost, 
A. D. 33, till the abovenamed famous proclamation and edict for the 
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sniversal liberty and advancement of christianity and the public pro. 
fession of the religion of Christ, by Constantine, A, D.3! 3, which put 
sn end to the pangs of birth in the heaviest persecuticn that ever was 
hen known, was exactly 40 weeks of years, or 280 years, reckoning 
sccording to the prophetical account. a day fora year. Constantine 
was the first Royal son of the “christian church.” The phrase “son of 
(yechurch” is familiar. . he church of Christ has many sons. But the 
ugons” of the “christian church of Rome’ are the antipodes of the dis- 
eples of Christ. A+! the crowned heads of Europe are “sons of the 
church” —children worthy of their mother! He ‘was fo rule all nations 
wilh arod of iron.” Before Constantine can be said to have accomplish- 
ed this object of his ambition, we must sketch out the leading events 
of the eleven succeeding years of his life. 
aud that which was As we have said, three I’mperors divided the 
brought forth of her Empire betwen them; Constantine therefore, 
was carried by vio- could only ascend to the throne of the world— 
ence to God, even to universal dominion—which is the throne of 
rae God upon earth—undivided rule—he could 
lus throne. not become sole possessor of the Imperial 
authority, except by violence—by the subju- 
gation of his rivals, Licinius and Maximin. In 313, the latter, who 
was the secret ally of Maxentius, not at all discouraged at the fate of 
his friend, suddenly invaded the dominions of Licinius. He captured 
Hyzantium, and ina few days after took Heraclee Licinius was 
now encamped within eighteen miles of him They fought; Licinius 
evquered, and Maximin fled to Nicomedia, and died soon after. 
Constantine and Licinius now divided the world between them. The 
latter was the head of the Pagan superstition, the former of the “chris- 
tian” superstition, as it had now become. 
nd the woman fled Interrupting our account of Constantine’s 
into the wilderness; ascent to undivided empire, we direct the at- 
where she had a place tention of our ype Ne ee aga the ra 
prepared by God, that pr Be ravetal in t ee text, , 1e rea er 
oes i would be greatly mistaken if he were to sup- 
ni might there be pose that the superstition which prevailed in 
nourished 1260 days. the days of Constantine, and by ecclesiastical 
writers called christian, was the true religion 
of Jesus. Even Mosheim virtually confesses this. But writers of 
this class err in supposing that cliristianity may become exceedingly 
corrupt, and yet soine vital Godliness remain even under the corrup- 
tons themselves ‘This revolution in the chureh, he attributss to “a 
r.diculous precipitation in receiving new opinions, a preposterous de~ 
sire of imitating the Pagan rites; aud of blending them with the chris- 
lian Worship, and that idle propensity which tho generality of man- 
kind have toward a gaudy ard ostentatious religion, all contributed 
to establish the reign of superstition upon the ruins of christianity.”’ 
But we can assure our readers that christianity was not ruined as the 
Doctor intimates. Though it fled from the courts of Emperors, it was 
keptalive by some of those whom ecclesiastical writers call deplora- 
v'e and pestilent schismatics. In 251,a grand schism took place from 
the Church of Rome, by mncans of Novatian, a presbyter or elder, 
Multitudes drew off with Novatian, and formed acommunity entirely 
distinct from that which fellowshipped the Bishop of Rome. Their 
adversaries confess they were sound in the faith, though excessively 
rigid and severe. They were called Cathari, i e. pure, because they 
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cantended for virtue, innocency and purity in the lives of al] who in. 
longed to the christian church; the contrary of which obtained in :., 
enerality, toa lamentable degree. A distinction now arose yw)... 
eo continued to this day. The majority, who courted popular .. 
plause and sided with the Bishop of Rome, were called Catholic. ,, 
those who seceded, no matter on what account, were styled Here), 
am a name far more honorable than that assumed by the partizans of »-. 
nie, tended orthodoxy. The secession of Novatian was one means |. 
;; which the truth was preserved from being swept away by the fliod 
Platonism and superstition by which the church was inundated. ( h;.. 
tianity continued to degenerate rapidly till the year 313. when a con. 
roversy arose, which, in 316, produced a division which never afc 
united. The occasion was as follows: Mensurius, Bishop of Carthay, 
died, 311. The majority chose the Archdeacon Ceecilianus in jij 
place; this man was ordained by a party. An assembly of Bishors 
was convened, and Cwcilianus cited before them; bu‘ being contuma. 
cious, was condemned as unworthy the Episcopal office. Maj rnys. 
a deacon, was chosen in his place. The charges against Cecihans 
were two-fold: First, Felix, who assisted at his ordination, wasa (rs. 
dilor (one who, under the persecution of Diocletian, had fradited 
delivered up the sacred writings to be burned, in order to save hin. 
self,) and therefore disqualified for the service by his apostacy; avd, 
secondly, against Cecilianus, because of his cruelty to his brethren 
under persecution, whom, though a deacon, he abandoned in a mou 
merciless manner, leaving them without food in their prisons, and pre 
cluding the grant of relief from those who were willing to succour 
them. Donatus was the chief opponent to Cecilianus. The flame 
spread through all Africa,so that there were two Bishops in every ci) 
In 313, the Donatists, as they were now called, carried the affair beture 
Constantine at Rome. The Bishop of Rome and eighteen others 
were appointed by him to settle the dispute. As might be supposed, 
judgment was given against the Donatists. In 314, the case of Fe.x 
was brought before Elian, Proconsul of Africa. The Donatists again 
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in the minority. Seventy African Bishops had condemned ¢ ewcilianus; 
nineteen [talian Bishops had acquitted him. In 315, the who'e atfar 
was again agitated before a numerous assemb!y at Arles, in Gaul, 
The Donatists again cast. In 316, the Emperor himself exami 

the affair at Milan. And here again their plea was rejected. ‘They 
protested against the Emperor’s sentence as an unrighteous one; upon 
which this new “christian Emperor” began to persecute them, oy 
taking their houses of assembly from them, banishing their Bishops, 
and putting some to death. Upon this, “the woman fled into the wi: 
derness;’’ violent commotions and tumults arose in Africa“ he ear! 
helped the woman” — but of this, more hereafter. It is sufficient to o)- 
serve at present. that the Novatians and Donatists are two bodies 0! 
repuled herctics, but in fact constitute the primogenitors of that form: 
dable body w'iich ceased not to testify against the corruptions of Ui 
Apostacy, for 1260 days, “prophecying in sackcloth ” 












NOTES. 

* Woman.—A body politic, whether city, state or church, The same 
woman is represented accompanied by other symbols, suited to otier 
names. Rev xvii. 3—6. | 
+ SuN, Moon anD stars — Prophetic symbols taken from the natura 
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world. The interpretation of the symbols must, therefore, always 
be consistent with the laws of nature. The moon and stars are inter 
rior Juminaries, and derive their luam'nousness from the solar beame. 
The law of nature, in regard to their rank is, first, the sun. then the 
moon and next the stars, So in the civil and ecclesiastical polity of 
the social world—first, the civil authority, then the ecclesiastical, and 
then the nobles and chie/ men. A\l these orders stand :n the same re- 
lation to the people,as the starry heavens do to the natural earth. 
The people then, in prophetic style, ares, mbolized by trees, grass, Xc.; 
mariume countries by the sea, and inland countries by rivers and 
fountains of waters. When the Roman world was Pagan, the Impe- 
rial authority was the sun of that world, the Pagan superstition the 
moon, the Senate, subject kings and magistrates, the stars, Stars, 
however, sometimes indicate powers in general In the Pagan Em- 
pire the moon was clothed with the sun; the Emperor united in his 
own person the functions of Monarch and Supreme Pontiff; but, in 
the above sign (v. 1) the woman comes in between them, tiamples 
the Pagan moon under her feet, and is herself clothed with the sun or 
Imperial Purple. Constantine united in his own self the liuperial 
and Episcopal functions. 

tTwelve of the first Roman Emperors, who ruled the world with 
undivided authority, assumed the sirname of Cesar, th s title, there- 
fore, was of primary distinction. When, however, they associated col- 
jeagues with them in office, it became secondary; the chief Emperor 
being styled Augustus, the rest Ceasar. ‘The dindem, therefore, of the 
Empire was the crown of the twelve stars of the Roman world, in 
other words, of the twelve Cewsars 

'Anciently, a Dragon was a syinbol used by the Pagan Romans to 
represent the majesty of their Empire. John, sirnamed Chrysostom, 
who flourished in the 4th century,says that “the Emperors wore among 
other things, to distinguish them. silken robes,embroidered with gold, 
in which Dragons were represented.” Gibbon says, speaking of the 
procession of Constantine from Milan to Rume, “he was encompassed 
by the g ittering arms of the numerous squadrons of his guards and 
cuirassiers. ‘heir streaming banners of silk, embroidered with gola, 
and shaped in the form of Dragons, waved round the person ot the 
Emperor.” Let us figure to ourselves an imperial monster, stautting 
in his gold and purple; the yawning jaws of a monstrous Dragon 
adorn his shoulders, whilst his long, sweeping tail ornaments his skirts. 
Let the reader set this image before his mind, and he beholds Maxen- 
tius in all his pomp and glory. But the Dragon is said to be fiery: 
this is indicative of his ferocity, and symbolizes with the cruel tyranny 
of the Roman executive. But the Dragon has “seven heads and ten 
horns.” ‘The heads, we are informed (Rev. xvii. 9.) are “seven moun- 
fains” and indicate the throne of the Dragon, or capital of his domin- 
ions,i. e. Rome; and the "fen horns” are proviaces dependent on the 
capitular jurisdiction. On the heads were seven ‘diadems, indicating 
the modifications of the supreme authority which would successively 
and universally prevail from the foundation to the dissolution of the 
Empire, when the executive authority would be revolutionized. and 
assume a new form, even that which it now exhibits in the Ten king- 
doms of Europe. The throne of the Dragon, then, is Rome, sway- 
ing the sceptre of-the Western Empire, but che throne of God gave 
to him who filled it, the unlimited jurisdiction of the whole Roman 
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world. From the days of Diocletian tu the year 324, no one can be 
said to have filled the throne of God upon earth, for the Empire was 
divided among several Emperors; but in 324, the Imperial authority 
was again united, wnen Constantine became sole lord of the world, 
both in ecclesiastical as well as secular affairs. Epiror. 


THE POWER OF THE TRUTH ILLUSTRATED, 


Or the conversion of a clergyman Srom the Baptist faith 
and order, to the Ancient Gospel of Jesus ¢ Christ. 


It is with the greatest and most unfeigned joy of heart, that 
I now proce ed to lay before my worthy readers, the following 
narrative concerning one who, while in this countr Y, Was a most 
inveterate Oppone! nt of the ANCIENT GOSPEL, or as he used cop- 
temptuously to designate it, “Campbellism.” The subject of 
this notice is well known to “the orthodox” both in Ci incinnati, 
Philadelphia, New York and Boston. He is the author of cer- 
tain productions well spoken of and attested by judges in such 
matters. For abeut 20 years he labored in the ranks of Con. 
gregationalism, and so long as he continued to advocate thie 
system of that party, was highly esteemed among them; and it 
may be said of him, as it was of Paul, that he made progress in 
Judaism (Independency) above many of the same age with him- 
self in his own nation (and sect) being very exceedingly zealov 
of the tradition of his fathers. Being an “administrator of 
ordinances,” the absurdity of paidobaptism (paidorhantism it 
should be. calle d) or the sprinkling of baby faces, forced itself 
upon his mind, and the result was that he re nounced this tradi- 
tion as merely human, and put on Christ by being baptized or 
iummersed into his name. Having put off the old man of Eng- 
lish Independency, his former “brethren in the ministry” put him 
off as a man does a shoe that pinches. In 1832, he came over 
to this country with his family, with which he procee ‘ded to the 
city of Cincinnati, where he remained for about three months, 
reaching to the Enon church of the Baptist denomination. 
Vhile thus engaged, his eldest son came intu contact with the 
doctrine of the reign of Jesus, which had the eflect of opening 
his blind eyes to the light of the truth. The christian oculists 
who couched him upon this occasion, were brethren Gano 
and Walter Scott of that city. Convinced of the truth of 
the Ancient Gospel, he descended into the water with brother 
S. and was immersed into Christ for the remission of sins—and 
thus he became a christian. ‘This remarkable incident, namely, 
that the son of a Baptist minister lately come into the city, had 
been immersed by the “odious Campbellites,” soon got wind, 
and popular igngrance was not long before it construed the act 
into filial ingratitude and reprobation, a public insult to his father. 
We are happy, however, in knowing there was no foundation 
for this malevolent insinuation. ‘True or false, the effect was 
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»p same. His father looked upon him as a son of perdition; 
jeclared he was tending to atheism, and refused to speak with 
-tgsee him again. ‘1 his unfortunate state of things continued 
we three we eks, when he withdrew from Enon, and returned to 
\js own country. 
in 1833, he returned to America. Having preached awhile 
t Boston, he came on to Philadelphia, where he found his son 
sngaged in the proclamation of the Ancient Gospel. On one 
casion he went to hear him preach, ‘The subject was the con- 
»ysion of Saul from Pharisaism to the religion of Jesus Christ. 
ier his son had done speaking, he arose and addressed the 
wople in order to disprove the proposition, that until a man is 
Laptized, invoking the name of the Lord, he is in his sins. Many 
, warm debate ensued upon the points at issue between the ad- 
yocates for the traditions of the Apostles and the devices of men. 
\ Presbyterian clergyman, who resided under the same roof, in- 
reresy sided with the orthodox father agaitst his heretical son, 
ho more than once left the house tor the sake of peace. His 
rt r, to use his own expression ‘‘gloried in bei ing aclersryman,” 
aud con lemned the principles of ‘his seditious lay man of a son 
asa “curse” to the family. During his residence in Philadel- 
sia he had become very popular among the Baptists of that 
eit wgh for the time, was the centre of attraction at “Rev. 
Ir. Dagg’s church,” the “Rev. Dr. Perry’s church,” the “Rev. 
Me Ashton’s church,” and the “Rev. Mr.” Nobody’s called the 
‘Seventh Street Baptist Church,” which had been deserted by 
“Rev. Mr.” Somebody, who had found more loaves and 
aes among the Paidos than the Antipaidos. He preached 
wo discourses on the “seven sacraments of the Church of Rome” 
tone of those “churches,” so much to the satisfaction of the 
jearers, that they published it for general distribution. In 1834, 
‘again returned to England, where, for the present, we shall 
ave him to work out his own convictions. 
In the mean time, the Advocate made his appearance, first in 
ae ladelphia, and subsequently in Richmond, where he pleads 
‘the witnesses of “the two pr ophets who torment those that 
lwe rll upon the earth.” Rev. xi. 10. The readers of this work 
‘familiar with his proceedings at Rockdale, Pa. to which they 
im reler in illustration of the following notices. ‘The first ap- 


eared in the Western Weekly Review, published in Franklin, 
Teles 


“\postotic Apvocate —Several numbers of this periodical have 
recently reached us from Richmond. Va. It sustains with zeal. ta- 
ents and ability, the tenets and principles of the churches of the re- 
f rmation. The editor writes with a fearlessness and energy. that 


fully evince his sincerity and confidence in the truth of the cause he 
tdvoecates 


The age of the W. W. R., as one of the most flat'ering 
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commendations he could confer on us, and for which we sino>. 
thank him, copied the following article from the “Christian ¢/ 
zette,”’ edited by our orthodox friend and acquaintances » . 
“Rev.” R. W. Cushman of Philadelphia, successor jn ti, 
torial chair to the celebrated Dr. Brantly. he Gazette jx, 
child of the “Religious Narrator? and “The World.” )o:) 
ceased. ‘lheir offspring, however, is the or@anof the Pen 
vania Baptists, and therefore unquestionably orthodox. 


“CAMPBELLISM.” 

‘The peculiarity of sentiment which distinguish the preaching). 
writings of Alexander Campbell have. within the la-t few meyy). 
excited considerable attention in this regtnm. The Rev. Wm. Pa) a>. 
tine, a gentleman for many years in membership and fellowsh p y r 
the regular Baptists withdrew, some eighteen months or two yee 
since, and established a meeting after the order advocated by \y. 
Campbell: since that time he has been very active in the endeayor:, 
convert our churches to what he considers to have been the faith one 
delivered to the saints, and from which he considers us ai! to haye go. 

arted. : 

Mr Rallantine is assisted in his enterprize by Dr. Thomas, soy ¢f 
the highly esteemed auihor of the brief exposition of Popery, lately ad. 
vertised in the Gazette. Dr. Thomas has left the faith of his learn 
and pious futher, in the sincere belief, we doubt not of having found 
a more excellent way;” and, wilh a zeal thal certainly demands a gooi 
cause lo justify il. he is engaged in unsettling the faith of the members 
of our churches. How far the Head of the church will permit those 
genticmen to succeed in an enterprize which has for its object (he :n- 
tire subversion of the church, not only of our own denominat.on, |r 
all others, we cannot form an opinion; but we confess our fear, that un- 
less the errors they hold are exposed, they will do no small amount | 
mischief. It is a maxim which, not only from its consonance with the 
spirit of the age in which we live, justifics examination, but from tie 
high authority from which it emanates imposes an o5/iga/ion-~Prove 
al! things, hold fast that which is good.’ We hence have felt, for some 
time past, that it is a duty devolving upon us to bring the doctrines 
of this new sect to the trial of the ‘‘/aw and the testimony” We have, 
however, hesitated from the apprehension that those of our readers 
who are so happy as to live beyond the agitations of this “wind of dic 
trene,”’ might not feel sufficient interest in the discussion to secure their 
approval of its occupancy of our columns. Another ground of our 
hesitancy has been éhe difficully of presenting the subject in such mans 
as to do good, and nol lo do evil. A spirit of bitterness which neutre- 
izes the influence of the truth, is so apt to infuse itself into contro- 
versy, that we have thought this kind of “contention,” as well as 
others, would. in most instances in which we have watched its pro- 
gress, better “be left off before it be meddled with.” However, as 
bitterness is not necessarily an attendant on the vindication of truth, 
and the exposure of error, we have come to the conclusion to open 
the columns of, the Gazette toa friend (“the Rev. Mr.’ Landis « 
Rockland, an immersed sectarist, and now a Presbyterian clergyman, 
who has lataty had occasion fo defend the churches. in their “estabiisi- 
ment in the present truth,” in opposition to the innovations of Mr. 
Cainpbell, in a public discussion; and who promises a calm and cen 
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gid statement of Campbellism, as set forth in the writings of its ad- 
yocates, and its refutation by the word of God.”—!!!! 


In the foregoing curious document, there are a few things 
worthy of comment. 

1. We are glad to hear from the opposition that the Ancient 
Gospel has excited considerable attention among them. 

2, Notice the phrase “our churches,” “the members of our 
churches,” “our own denomination:’— very appropriate phra- 
seology truly. We have for some time come to the conclusion 
that the “churches” in Philadelphia, as well as in Richmond, are 
indeed the churches of Messrs. Dagg, Perry, Ashton, Brantly, 
Hinton, Taylor and Keeling,—and withoutany pretension, either 
from the character of their faith, order or fruits, to be entitled 
churches of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. Our object is declared to be the entire subversion of all the 
churches of every denomination. Yes, Mr. Cushman, you are 
right; we hope even to live to see the time when every church 
of antichrist of “every name and denomination,” shall be utterly 
abolished from society, and the Ancient Gospel and primitive 
apostolic institutions established in the affections of an intelli- 
gent race, on the top of your sectarian ruins. 

4. ‘The sectarian fabric is tottering by their own confession; 
they are seized with apprehension of the mischief they will sus- 
tain. “We confess our fear,” says the editor. Christians are 
under no fear for the fortunes of the church of Christ, though 
sectarians may tremble for the duration of theirs. 

5. We would caution the editor to pause before he stigmatizes 
the Ancient Gospel and apostolic traditions “wind of doctrine.” 

6. Orthodox “discussions” are curious articles. Discussions 
aud debates in the Christian Gazette on Campbellism, by an 
immersed Presbyterian clergyman, all on one side! When at 
Rockdale, after speaking to the people about three hours, this 
redoubtable clergyman stammered out a few remarks to an au- 
dience that would scarcely stay to hear him, preached two or 
three lame “‘sermons” behind our back, and then goes and writes 
in the columns of the Christian Gazette, some rigmarole about 
something he calls Campbellism, of which, like most of his cloth, 
he is as ignorant as a post, and calls it a discussion or a debate!!! 
The editor of the Christian Gazette, who pretends to be a friend 
to the truth, permits this “controversialist” to debate away, but 
bever favors us with a copy of the “debate,” although, we are 
informed, that he has announced the Apostolic Advocate as one 
of the writings from which he distils his “Campbellism!” But 
who need expect justice or fair play at the hands of orthodoxy? 

7. What a ridiculous announcement! A paido-cleric to defend 
the Baptist churches in their “establishment in the present truth!” 
But, atier all, it is not so marvellous, for there is no great difler- 
ence between modern Baptists and Presbyterians; they merely 
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ee church government we don’t speak of} do away with immersion, 
-- and no obstacle remains for their fraterpizing. What a chame- 
ie leon-like truth “the present truth” must be, in which these na- 
2 i tural antipodes—the paidos and anties—pretend to stand in such 
a hypocritical harmony. 
ye. 8. Let the reader observe the jesuistry of this remark: “ano- 
7" ther ground of our hesitancy has been the difficulty of presenting 
ce the subject in such @ manner as TO DO GOOD AND NOT Do evit..” 
th Now what is the plain English of this doing good and not evil? 
4M It is this: the editor of the Christian Gazette, had his fears that. 
‘S if a full, fair and comprehensive statement of the whole matter 
vers were laid before his readers, it would cause the members of “the 
a Rev. Messrs.””’ Cushman & Co.’s churches to desert the stand- 
ie ard of their denomination, and to embrace the Ancient Gospe| 
§ of Jesus Christ. To do good, ina Baptist or sectarian sense, 
4 a is to swell the ranks and salaries of men of “every name and 
ae denomination,” who live by sermon preaching;—-to do evil, is 
i to thin their flocks, to persuade them to “renounce the devil and 
: ia all his works,” to believe nothing the clergy say, unless they 
al rove it by the heighth and depth, length and breadth of the 
“2 a Vord of God, to abandon all human authority in religion, to be 
: ; 5 guided by Jesus and his Apostles alone, according to their tra- 
cer ditions recorded in the Sacred Writ; and to give up their cleri- 
am cal will-worship for the “Divine worship” of the Apostlic Age. 
i This is to do evil in a sectarian sense; but it is to do good in 
& af the estimation of the Great ‘Teacher, who, upon a certain occa- 
a sion, observed, in relation to the Pharisees of his dav, in rain 
2 do they worship me teaching for doctrines the commandments 
a. of men. 
ae But we are digressing. We could not, however, lect slip so 
_—. favorable an opportunity of unmasking the sophistry of our 
a friend Cushman and his coadjutors, all very worthy and excel 
* lent citizens, and himself a very able, and, we believe. talented 
bs 3 instructor of youth in human literature; but all of t)erm blind 
ot al and wretched ciceronis* of the way to eternal life. Lei us now 
>) a return to the purpose, for which this document was first intro- 
uy duced. 
= The “Rev.” organ of Pennsylvania orthodoxy affirms, that 
fe the Doctor left the faith of his highly esteemed, learned and 
eg “se father. Let us sift this honied phrase; a phrase, by the 
ae. - y, well calculated to impose on popular credulity. Now ob- 
H serve, his father being highly esteemed, learned and pious, and 
SAP 
ty & ig * A ciceroni is — to strangers frequenting pubtic places in 
Pcs. Pa Italy, and so named after the eloquent Cicero, for their volubility 0 
= description and detail. A monk for the most part sustains the char- 
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an honest man too, (anattribute of character which we know none 
can impeach) he would, of course, adopt no faith which was not 
a learned and pious one. ‘The attributes of hs father, there- 
fore, become the attributes of his faith; and seeing that this 
was synonymous with the faith of the “ Baptist denomination,” 
a Baptist editor heralds it forth to the world as an highly esteem- 
ed, learned and pious faith; and, by consequence, having deserted 
this faith, the Doctor’s must be an unlearned, impious and lowly 
esteemed faith. But, as it happens, the Doctor never belonged 
to the learned and pious faith of the Baptist denomination; how 
then, could he desert et for a “more excellent way?” Before he 
became a christian, his faith was the faith of Antichrist. He 
had been inducted into Congregationalism, by a few drops of 
water being sprinkled upon his face when an infant; to which 
he testifies he never gave his consent, nor has the slightest re- 
collection of the pious legerdemain he was the subject of. Now 
it was this faith, which requires no faith in the subject of its in- 
ductive ordinance of human device, which the Doctor renounced 
fur one which, even “the Rev. Wr.” Cushman being judge, will 
doubtless be pronounced “a more excellent way.” But what 
does the Doctor’s father now think of his late learned, highly 
esteemed and pious faith? Let the reader judge by the perusal 
of the following letter—lately received by his heretical son, his 
father will be found to be a second Saul, who, with his own pen, 
announces to the disciples in these United States, that he who 
firmerly persecuted them, now proclaims, as glad tidings, the 
faith wich he formerly endeavored to destroy. Gul. i. 23. 
16, Gywnnes Place, Hackney Road, London, October 14, 1834. 

My pear Son, 


‘That you may be in possession of a statement of the progress of 
conviction on my mind, relating to “the ancient Gospel,” | will nar- 
rate, as briefly as | can, the circumstances which have led me toa 
final, and a determinate. inquiry on that subject When I left New 
York the Jast time, | was requested to supply a series of articles that 
I might find leisure to prepare, and that I thought might be interest- 
ing to the Baptist denomination in the States. On settling here, | 
transmitted several communications on Dr. Channing's * Remarks on 
the mors] argument against Calvinism ” These despatched, 1 thought 
I would, for my own satisfaction, originate an inductive inquiry into 
“the scripture doctrine of Divine prescience.” This [ completed; and 
found that it had conducted me to conclusions at which I little expected 
ever to arrive. 1 sent it to Dr. Henry Burder, requesting, as a favor, 
that he would give it a candid perusal. In three days it was returned, 
with a kind and brotherly note, regretting that his numerous engage~ 
ments prevented him from offering an opinion **worthy of my regard.” 
{ then submitted it to another minister, a Mr. Robertson. of Bethnal 
Green, from whom I met with equal courtesy, but obtained no satis- 
faction. On Lord's day evening | went to hear Mr. Philip of Maberly 
chapel, Kingsland; and on going into the vestry after service he ob« 
served, among other things, “so J understand you have lost your orlhoe 
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doxy by going to America.” I was. as you may suppose, thunderstryck 
From that instant my plan, which had been indeed floating in my 
head, was fired. I resolved to divest my mind as much as possible of 
all previous opinions; and with nothing but my Bible. Greek Testa. 
ment, and my own resources, to go through the Scriptures on every 
subject relating to the Gospel, This nearly done, I sent a very simi- 
lar prospectus to the one now transmitted to you to our friend Hale. 
He called twice: and avowed that my own representations of “the 
ancient Gospel, in my letters of correspondence with Miss Hale, had 
impregnated him with prejudice against the whele system.’ | would 
have explained, but he was kindl, abrupt; and signified that if the Ms. 
were printed he would take a copy of it. With respect to the pub. 
lication of it in London, look at my situation, For aught } know te 
the contiary I am the only person in London who approves of “the 
ancient Gospel.” Neither Calvinists nor Arminians, nor Calvinistic 
Baptists, would admit me into their pulpits to deliver these discourses, 
Honored as I feel myself to nave been, by the approving testimony 
of twenty of the leading ministers in London to the former volume 
which | published— who will deem it possible that light can be thrown 
by me ov any topic beyond what has been imparted to these brethren’ 
We deplore, indeed, the doctrinal differences among christians 


, 
“we 


least if we do not, it is difficu!t to conceive that we are christians our 
selves;) we pray for the teaching of the Hely Spirit, in our pulpits 
and our fainilies, but who will be se »resumptuous as dare expecta 
measure of Divine teaching. not common to existing denomination: 
Thus. party spirit and sectarianism are perpetuated, and the assumed 
infalibility of sects is just as imperative as the avowed infalibility of 


the Pope. My son! never forget that there are good men among al 
denominations: but the esprit du corps is abhorrent from common sym 
pathy. O! the idol leads of parties are Gods in their own estimation. 
I state those things to you for your information. I write no secrels. 
You may dispose of my sentiments to the four winds of heaven. The 
eternal majesty of truth is not to be supplanted by human authority! 
With regard to the discourses themselves, they cover altogether 
397 pages of a sheet of the same paper I am now writing upon, doubled 
into one half its present size. and are written pretty closely though 
legibly. I have been over them twice. Of necessity, I have been 
brought into close contact with all the s'rong points of Calvinism, 
and have unflinchingly foliowed Dr. Joseph Fieteher’s elaborate ar- 
guments in his ce'e>rated sermon on “© Divine Sovereignty ” Atthe 
same time, the Discourses are of the most popular cast, and would do 
well to be delivered before a large assembly. For in truth 1} wish 
them to prove a specimen of apostulic. as opposed to systematic, 
reaching: and to be in the families of our common friends, a stand- 
ing confutation of the inuendoes of their secret opponents. [| have 
ut forth my whole strength on baptism: and J do hope that they wil 
e found not unworthy of my former reputation: but equally of the 
great cause WE are advocating. 
I think you had better consult Mr. Campbell on this business, and 
tell him | am like an owl in the Desert, in the midst of London. 
Believe me, my dear son, 
Your affectionate father, 


Joun Tuomas. 
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REMARKS, 


For the information of our readers in America, we would ob- 
serve, that “the Rev. Henry Foster Burder, D. D.,” “the Rev. 
Mr. Robertson,” **the Rev. Mr. Philips,” and “the Rev. Joseph 
Fletcher, D. D.” are all clergymen ot “respectable standing” 
in the influential and wealthy denomination of English Indepen- 
dents or Congregationalists. By the phrase “respectable stand- 
mg,” in the Old Country, we mean “an humble minjster of 
Jesus Christ,” with a respectable salary of from 3001. to 10004. 
sterling per annum. His flock of course, is respectable, being 
composed, for the most part, of London merchants, physicians, 
surgeons and gentlemen of independent purses: many of them 
«carriage folfs,” or the proprietors of elegantly atrired home- 
steads, and equipages of various descriptions, ‘The “humble 
minister” himself sometimes rides to and from the sanctuary in 
a handsome carriage, having a coachman and footman decked 
off in all the pomp of gold lace and searlet. ‘There is a remark- 
able degree of humility, too, in his personality. His linen of 
purest white, emblem of his immaculateness, contrasts we!l with 
the well-dressed, deep dyed blackness of his outer garments. A 
pair of silks decorate two well-formed ancles, and a diamond 
ring, and a pair of pearl handled and silver mounted spectacles 
adora the holy digits and sacred proboscis of a “reverend” and 
“divine” person, ‘Vhis humble gentleman becomes the delight 
of the ladies, who overwhelm their “dear, sweet pastor,” the 
“lovely man,” with cambrie handkerchiefs, frilled shirts and 
silks. Such an “humbie minister’ we have listened to with our 
own ears, at a “dissenting meeting” once, honored by the patron- 
age of his royal highness the Duke of Kent. We testify what 
we have seen and heard. Our readers, however, are not to sup- 
pose, that all the ‘London ministers of the Congregational 
churches,” in their “respectable standing” possess all this para- 
phernalia of humility. No, this may be considered as the cli- 
max, to which they all more or less attain, according as their 
church and themselves may be infected with the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life. ‘These “humble min- 
isters of Jesus Christ, of respectable standing” are very “kind,” 
“brotherly” and ‘“courteous;” and so long as you pipe their 
praise to the tune of orthodoxy, they dance to the enrapturing 
sound with great delight. But change the note, submit your dis- 
sentient views to their “candid perusal,” and so low do they 
estimate the value of their own opinions, that they are unable 
to offer a sentiment “avorthy of your regard!” Humble doc- 
tors! Able watchmen on Zion’s towers! Although in the an- 
nual receipt of several hundred pounds sterling, for teaching and 
preaching a something called Gospel, a D. D. of “respectable 
standing” has not a single opinion worthy of regard to offer, con- 
cerning the momentous question of man’s acceptance with the 
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Deity! No, the pettifogaing “engagements” of this transien: 
state, are su “numerous” that no time can be spared to exa- 
mine into the possibility of his own fallibility or mistake! “The 
Rev. Mr.” Philip is a “divine” of some celebrity in the ephemera| 
literature of the Congregational world. He is the author of 
“Manly Piety,” and other religious novels of a like character. 

more calculated to stupify than enlighten the minds of the peo. 

ple, in relation to that piety which adorns the true disciple of Je- 

sus of Nazareth. ‘lhe reader will be struck by the unwitting 

manner in which this gentleman developed the civil hypocrisy 

of the others. ‘Che numerous engagements of one D. D. pre- 

vented him offering an opinion worthy of regard, aud the 

equal courtesy oi another divine, elicited nothing more: vet 

they are not so pressed by their numerous engagements as tw 

prevent the circulation.of an opinion, that the author of the let- 

ter had lost his orthodoxy by coming to America! Yes, these 

“humble ministers of Jesus Christ” will smile with the heartless- 

ness of their harlot mother in your face, and amuse you with 
their courteous civilities, but barren generalities; and with the 

secresy of the “Holy Olfice,” set a mark upon you, and teach 
their flocks to avoid you as proscribed. 

We are net at all surprised at the conclusion to which the 
author of the letter before us has arrived. ‘Vhe adondonment 
of all previous opinions, and the diligent study of the Sacred 
Writings, is sure to bring every honest and candid inquirer after 
the truth intu the belief and obedience of the Ancient Gospel. 
The reason of so many sects in the world, and contraricties of 
faith and practice, is not because the scriptures are unintelligi- 
ble, but because men interpret them by their own prejudices and 
preconceptions, and do not believe that the Bible means simply 
what it says. ‘The sincerity of the writer cannot be doubted; 
for his world'y advancement lies all on the side of “orthodoxy.” 
What is already before the reader sufficiently attests his convie- 
tion of having done violence to the truth in opposing belief, 
reformation, confession and immersion as A WHOLE, and 
yredicated on the blood of Jesus, for the remission of sins. 

Vill not those who lauded him as “learned and pious” recon- 
sider their premises ere they continue to oppose the truth for 
which we plead? Or are they so imbued with the idea of their 
(imaginary) infallibility as to conceit the impossibility of being 
wrong? 

That there are “good men among all denominations,” we 
do not doubt at all, if by “good” is meant moral, virtuous or 
honest. With regard to this proposition, our charity exceeds 
that of the Scribes and Pharisees. We do not limit the “good” 
among men to the denominations of Protestant christendom; our 
philanthropy embraces all “names and denominations” among 
the human family. Among Mohammedans, we can point to the 
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yirtuous Saladin; among Pagans, to Zoroastre and Socrates; 
among Jews, to Josephus; among Roman Catholics, to Fenelon, 
with hosts of worthy and excellent citizens of every nation and 
of every age. But do their worth, morality and integrity im- 

rt to them remission of sins? ‘The New ‘Testament christian 
will not pretend to say they do. If, therefore, we are ourselves 
honest, We cannot but declare, that, in relation to the religion of 
Jesus, they are unjustified, unsanctified, unpardoned persons. 
If the contrary is the fact, there must, then, be some other way 
of acceptance with God, than that predieated on belief and im- 
mersion, some secondary revelation which has superseded the 
first. But of this, we are ignorant; therefore, we must regard 
the “great and good men of every name and denomination,” as 
the sincere and leading errorists of the kingdom of Antichrist. 
May the Lord have mercy .upon them in the great day! 

The following is the prospectus alluded to in the letter. The 
author has come out fully, and in my judgment has advanced a 
step beyond many of the brethren in our midst We do not, 
however, think he has come out too far; with him we verily be- 
lieve, that the baptism of the christian dispensation, is di- 
rerse in ils obligation and import, from the baptism of the 
Baptist denomination. 





PROPOSALS, 


For Publishing “The Ancient Gospel” Illustrated; or, Cal- 


vinism Renounced. 
In a series of Discourses prevared. (nut never delivered,) by John 
Thomas, sen’r.. late of the United States; author of 
“The Challenge of a Deist Accepted ” 


Sussects.— The Baptism of John— The Regeneration of 
Messiah— The New Birth—The Remission of Sins— The 
(rentile World—The Ministry of Reconciliation— The 
Church, or the Elect— The same subject continued—All 
the World and Baptism— The same subject concluded. 


The author of the above Di:courses solemnly declares that they 
were undertaken, not with an intention of disproving anything, but 
with a determination to “prore all things” and “hold fast that which 
isgood” The result of the whole isa conviction that a sysTeEMATIC 
THEOLOGY has too long fyrannized over the human understanding; and 
that the sysremarTic PREACH!NG of the age is unscriptural. The citi’ 
zens of Lie United State-, are conversayt with “the Ancient Gospel,” 
as advocated by Mr Alexander Campbell of Bethany, Va ‘The au- 
thor has been an opponeut of that gentleman. He could not believe 
that baptism is the only new birth spoken of in scripture. This origi- 
nated inquiry, and produced the discourse on “The Regenerationby 
Messiah,” which is, in part, “BAPTISMAL REGENERATION” The author 
also thought he perceived a denial of the agency of the Holy Spirit, 
as always, in a greater or less degree, with the church, as “the spirit 
of grace and supplications.” This led to the divcourse on “The New 
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Birth,” in which the Divine agency as resembling “the wind,” in jt, 
inexplicable action, is-not denied, but treated, on the authority of ti 
Son of God. as unknown unlil visible by us effects: and, therefore, , 
perfect nonentily as matter of inculcation. ut the promised “gif of 
the Holy Spirit.” subsequently to believing is asserted, as sustained | 
the entire evidence and concurrent lestumony of the New Testament, Vo 
author was exceedingly staggered by the apparent assumption thay 
baptism was considered in the Apostolic age, essential to the remis. 
sion of sins; or a condition of salvation. fut, if there be truth in the 
Bible, this sentiment rs incontroverlible. The doctrine of personal elec. 
tion is shewn. at some length to be irreconcileab'y at veriance with 
the true sense of scripture; and utterly repugnant to the who e scheme 
of redemption. THE BAPTISM OF THE CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION Is px. 
HIBITED AS DIVERSE IN ITS OBLIGATION AND IMPORT, FROM THE BAPTisy 
OF THE BAPTIST DENOMINATION 

Mr. Campbells edition of ‘tthe Sacred Writings of the Apostles 
and Evangelists of Jesus Christ, transiated from the original Greek, 
by Principal Campbell, James Mecknight, and Philip Dodridge, coc- 
tors of the church of Scotland,” has been consulted, when critical in- 
vestigation rendered it necessary. Its appendix is invalnable. lis 
improved style has not beeu adopted, in ccnsideration of tie Engiich 
reador. In these sermons nothing is atiacked. The truth alone has 
been sought; and in the spirit of truth oniy has “the truch” been illus 
trated. ‘*The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness ef God” 
The style, the simpiicity and the energy of apostolic preaching have 
been humbly aimed at—knowing that the New ‘Testament was dei- 
vered, for the most part, in connection with the publication of tho 
Gospel. 

A perusal of © Tie arostotic Apvocate” decidedly quickencd the 
atthor’s investigation of the Scriptures, relatively to “/he Ancient 
Gospel.” For he perceived from that Miscellany, that indications had 
been given of a disingenuous attempt, to convict Mr. Campbell, and 
the Fditor of the “Advocate” of Unitarianism. But he who hasevér 
read either “Tue Mitventab Harsincrr;” or *The Aposiolic Advo- 
cate” cannot, with truth, assert that either the original corruption of 
human nature; or the divinity and atonement of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; or the personality and “‘gift of the Holy Spirit” are, 
therein denied. For himself, the author can truly affirm that, asin 
the bélief of these truths he has /:ved: so his latest, and more matured 
inquities persuade him, that in the faith of them heshall! dic. 

The candor of his Brethren in the ministry from all with whom 
he has been during two visits to America, brought into c ntact, he 
has received the greatest courtesy; and to many of whom he is under 
lasting obligutions —and of the reader is solicited for discourses com: 
posed under no ordinary exercises of faith and resignation. “Amicus 
Piato, amicus Socrates, sed magis amica veritas” Friend Plate, frieud 
Socrates, but in preference to either, FRiEND Truru. 


Sundry articles are necessarily excluded for want of room = The 


Proposals for the republication of the Christian Baptist shall appear ia 
our next. 





——— 
rT 


James C. Walker, Printer, near the Museum. 





